CHAPTER IV

MADEMOISELLE ANTOINETTE POISSON
AT HER CONVENT

Toinette9s parents. Monsieur Charles. Toinette from the middle
class. Importance of middle classes in that reign. Louis intrigued by the
bourgeoise. Art and memoirs depict Toinette9s childhood. Grown-up
clothes. Whalebones. Dancing lessons. Drawing-room of 1730.
Madame Poisson. Nuns9 letters about Toinette at convent. Her charm.,
frequent colds. Place of convent in social life of century. Worldly little
girls. Toinette fetched back by her mother.

Dans une maison deserte quelque armoire
Pleine de Vdcre odeur des temps > poudreuse et noire,
Parfois on trouve un vieuxflacon qui se souvient^
D'oujaillittoute vive une dme quirevient. (BAUDELAIRE.)

Jeanne-Antoinette Poisson was born in Paris, in the rue
de Clery, in the parish of St, Eustache, on December 29th,
1721. That is certain fact because we possess her bap-
tismal certificate dated December 3oth, which says she was
born yesterday*. Her mother, who already had a son Abel,
was the daughter of a Sieur de la Motte, who was responsible
for the provisions to the Invalides. Her amorous intrigues had
become proverbial. Voltaire, ungrateful and malicious, tried
to make out that Madame Poisson was kept by Monsieur
Charles Le Normant de Tournehem, and that she exploited
the charms of her daughter; others have hinted that Tourne-
hem was actually Toinette's father. He certainly paid for the
girl's education and always furthered her interests, but there
is no proof of Voltaire's piece of gossip, and old Poisson
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